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Unlike the easy-to-observe impacts of large plastic trash, the effects of microplastics are as subtle and
difficult to trace as the fragments themselves. The durable fragments can serve as new real estate on which
small ocean creatures grow and multiply, or choke slightly larger ocean creatures that think the plastics are
food, or attract and collect toxic chemicals which become introduced into the food chain if the particles are
eaten, and probably a million other problems we haven't noticed yet, because we've only recently started
paying attention to all these microplastics in the oceans. But it's undeniable how much plastic trash we've
introduced into marine ecosystems, and the wonderful durahility of plastic guarantees it'll be an issue for
years to come.<
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